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NUS Scotland 
 
NUS Scotland Briefing- Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Bill 
 
NUS Scotland represents around 500,000 students in Scotland through our member 
college and university students’ associations. We work to promote, defend and 
extend the rights of students and to champion strong students' associations. 
 
Coronavirus has hit thousands of students in their pockets, frustrated their studies 
and assessment and has cast uncertainty over their futures, whether that is in 
education or after it. Providing students with the necessary support is going to 
require a concerted effort from governments across the UK and our institutions. 
 
NUS Scotland conducted a survey in April 2020 to understand the issues students 
are facing in relation to the COVID-19 outbreak. Further to this, NUS Scotland has 
collated issues from student associations across Scotland weekly since the start of 
the public health crisis. Looking broadly at the impact of COVID-19, there are four 
key areas to consider: academic success, financial support, well-being and sectoral 
funding. 
 
Academic 
 
Research by NUS found that 7 in 10 students are concerned about the effect of 
COVID-19 on their final degree/course qualification. For students who go on 
placements as part of their degree, 3 out of 4 students believe the current outbreak 
will negatively impact their ability to complete this element of their course. We want 
to see all institutions take necessary steps to ensure that no student is unfairly 
academically disadvantaged as a result of the disruption caused by COVID-19. 
 
Moreover, all students, at all levels of education, should have the option of retaking 
this year of study, at no additional cost where they feel their studies have been 
irrevocably impacted, while receiving full student support. For fee-paying students 
who do not wish to take this up, then the governments across the UK must commit to 
writing off this year of their debt or refunding this year’s tuition. However, it is our 
hope that well-implemented no detriment policies across our institutions, protecting 
students against undue academic disadvantage, would mitigate against the need for 
such measures in most cases. 
 
Financial 
 
Financial concerns are also a significant issue for students, with 4 in 5 students 
concerned about their ability to meet the cost of living during the outbreak, with 1 in 4 
being either ‘very’ or ‘extremely’ 
concerned. NUS Scotland welcomed the Scottish Government’s announcement of a 
£5 million package of support for students facing hardship. We continue to 
encourage institutions to make the process of applying for hardship funding more 
accessible and ask that the Scottish Government expedite their efforts to find ways 
of including international students in eligibility criteria. We welcomed the First 
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Minister’s announcement at First Minister’s Questions last week that there will be 
further investment in student hardship funds in August. We urge the Scottish 
Government to continue monitoring the demand for student financial support 
throughout the duration of the outbreak and beyond. 
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